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POLITICAL. 


The Hindustén (K4lékankar), of the 18th May, observes 898 
Congress agitation in that Messrs. Madholkar, Joshi and vitae 
england. _ Eardley Norton have reached Eng- 
land, and that a list of the places where addresses will be 
delivered by them has been published. Lord Cross’ India 
Councils Bill was to be read in the House of Commons on 
the Ist May, but the reading was postponed owing to the 
Irish question. The delay is favourable to the Congress, 
inasmuch as it has given more time to the Congress leaders 
to extend the agitation in England and to forward petitions 
from this country. It would be well if the reading of the 
Bill were deferred for a month more. By the end of that 
period the Congress delegates will have unburdened their 
minds at all the principal places in England, Scotland and 
Wales. On the other hand, Lord Lansdowne, Sir Steuart 
Bay ley and Sir Auckland Colvin have expressed their opinions 
in favour of the eldctive principle. Hence there is reason 
to think that the Bill will undergo a material change i in 
the House of Commons. If the Bill is passed in its 
present shape by the present Parliament, it will be 
amended by the next one. The British voters have been 
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eso by the Congress delegates of the necessity for 
the introduction of the elective system in this country, and 
they are sure to draw the attention of their representatives 
at the next general election to that necessity. 


The Muffd-i-Am (Agra), of the 20th May, condemns the 
Condemnation of the elective principle as unsuited to this 
elective principle. . country, on the ground that the 
natives do not form one nation but are divided into many 
nations, among which different religions, customs and man- 
ners prevail, and thinks that the introduction of that prin- 
ciple would be highly injurious to the country. Lord 
Cross’ India Councils Bill, which provides for an increase 
in the number of members, but maintains the nomination 
system, is approved of by all shoagnttn! and . patriotic 
Hindus and Musalmäns. 


The Hindustani (Lucknow), of the 25th May, ob- 
The Birthday honours Serves that the list of the Queen's 
and natives. Birthday honours shows that Euro- 
peans, who monopolize the higher ranks of the public 
service, also receive a larger share of titles. Both the 
gentlemen who have been appointed K.C.S.Is. are Euro- 
peans. Similarly, all the five titles of C. S. I. have gone to 


Europeans. Of the four new G.C.S.Is. three are natives. 


Only one gentleman has been made a K. C. I. E., and he is 
a European; and of the fourteen C.I.Es., ten have been 
bestowed on Europeans and only four on nativee. But of 
course the lowest classes of titles are given to natives. 


The Nazm Akhbdr (Lucknow), of the 20th May, con- 
tains a small Urdu poem, written by 

An U a aki 
aft, sin, poom making the editor. A translation of the 
— poem is as follows: Cursed be 
such partiality and oppression: India is poor and Europe 
rich. The natives should loosen the strings of their 


purses as Her Majesty the Queen is coming to this coun- 


try. The offer of an insult to a Christian Church is a 
crime, but the demolition of a Hindu temple is quite legal. 


The man who can swallow up subscriptions is really for- 


tünaté. Binoe the introduction of the murderous tar the 
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docksts aad stom aths of thepéople have deen 2 empt y. 


If disunion did not prevail in this oountty, every man woiild 
have his hopes realized. It is difficult-to describe the 
strength of Europeans who break the spleens of natives. 
Since the Middle Class Examination certificate has been 
made a sine qua non for admission to Government service, 
it has been very difficult for any man to obtain a post 
under Government. The constant prevalence of famine in 
this country is inevitable, as large quantities of grain are 
exported to Europe. 


\ 


ADMINISTRATION. 


The Hindustén (Käläkankar), of the 23rd May, 
ag observes that the Local Government 
The vernacular news- Set va 

papers subsidized by approves of and subsidizes the Oudh 
nne Akhbdr, the Aligarh Institute Gazette, 
and the Hdshi Pattriké. The Oudh Akhbdr belongs to Mun- 
shi Nawal Kishor, C. I. E., an anti-Congress leader. It is 
a large daily paper, but it chiefly consists of translations 
of articles abusive of natives which appear in the Pioneer 
and the Civil and Military Gazette: There are two or three 
editorial columns in each issue, but the comments in one 
issue are generally conflicting with those in another. The 


Aligarh Institute Gazette is under the-management of Sir 


Sayyid Ahmad Khén, another veteran opponent of the 
National Congress. Formerly it sometimes contained articles 
on educational matters useful for students. But it has 
lately been filled with the effusions of Mr. Beck, repub- 
lished from the Pioneer, and with other extracts from 
it, in which natives have been abused, and with articles 
written by Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khän himself in con- 
demnation of the Congress. The Aligarh Institute 
Gazette was never intended to be a political journal, as is 
evident from its very name. The Kashi Pattrika is a 
weekly Urdu-Hindi journal published by Pandit’ Lakshmi 


Shankar Misra, M. A., an Inspector of Schools. It is a 
purely educational paper and never meddles with politios. 


As a copy of that paper is already supplied at Government 
expense d almost every school in these provinoes, Gov- 
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ernment ah hardly give any more: a aid to it. Ag: regards 
the: Qudh Akhbar and the Aligark Instjtute Naxette, Gov: 
ernment can take in some more copies of those papers than 
it does at present for schools in these provinces; but to what 
end? The supply of such papers at Government expense git 
only teach the schoolmasters and schoolboys one of the 
two. following lessons. :-—(1) that Government i is glad to see 
natives, desirous of progress and reform, abused by their 
countrymen; (2) that the schgol boys should also abuse 
such persons. If Government desires to teach politics to 
students, it should supply copies of such newspapers to schools 
as are really capable of developing political thought. But the 
newspapers which are conducted;:with independence have 
been declared by Government to be in the hands of indigent 
persons who possess no influence on the 1 apd who o leer 
a ail * n men. 


Circulation, 2 The: 1 (Kélékankar), of the 20th ta, says 
The alleged difference that Sir Auckland Colvin, in his 
hetween 1 3 letter to Mr. Hume, accused the. con- 


500 copies. 


Lyall’s Governments. gressionists of spreading seditious 
ideas among the masses, and expressed great dissatisfaction 
at the circumstance. If he would but send a secret emis- 
sary to Rohtak, he wonld speedly disgover what widespread 
discontent has been created among the inhabitants of that 
district by Major Renick. Obviously, the men who bring 
the existence. of digcontent.among the people to the notice 
of Government are not disloyal.. In. spite of all that 
has been said by Sir Auckland Colvin. in condemnation of 
the National Congress, there is no doubt that-he would never 
tolerate the exercige of such official hich-handedness as is 
found to prevail in some places in the Panjab. . A com: 
plaint has been made by. the inhabitants of Agra against an 
officer. at that place, and it may be hoped that: His, Honor 
will do them justice. His Honor is entitled to the grati- 
tude of the publio for the readiness with which he lent an 
ar tothe appeal of the people in Cawnpore, The fact that 
an unusually large Congress meetin g was heldat Cawnpore, 
d that the result ef the late Municipal elections there wy 


vel in pnaidicies’ with the Die of the Diatriot Magistrate, 
speaks volumes in favour of his liberal sdministration, 
Under the Panjéb Government. the residents in Rohtak and 


Amritsar, have not „ern allowed o utter eren a owe 
of complaint. VNC * 


The . Hindustan | * élbkankas), of: the 18th May, 

The préparation of the observes that the complaints. made 9 
Anal my omg 44 by the Tribune in connection with 
ne the case of Nitved Kunwari may be 
right or wiong. but that those complaints have led to 
important disclosures. The Civil. and Military Gasette 


states that 32, 000 descriptive. rolls were wrong, and that 


they had to be. corrected. Is it possible that so many 


wrong rolls should have been prepared by. the jail officials ? 
If sd, the barelesness of those officials is highly repre- 


hen ny Again, the correction of so many descriptive rolls 


could not fail to be an engine of oppression in the hands of 
the subordinate police ; and the officer who entrusted the work 
to the police deservespunishment. How was it found out that. 
32,000 descriptive rolls were wrong f Why was not the dis- 
covery-made earlier? How did wrong rolls continue to be 
prepared for several years? An answer to these questions 
will be anxiously awaited: According to the statement of 
the Civil and Yilitary Gasette, the descriptive rolls were cor- 
rected by the police in this way :—Each criminal was 
invited by the police to some public place near his house; 
the descriptive roll prepared at the jail was read out to 
him, and he was asked whether the roll was corréct: or not: 
If he declared the toll-to' be correct, he was let off and not 
interfered with any further. But if he replied in the nega- 
tive, another roll was prepared. If the procedure followed 
by the police was as it has been described above, few crimi- 
nals would be so foolish’ as to deny the correctness: of 


the rolls and thus expose their bodies to a re-exami - 


nation. Was Nitved Kunwari asked by the policé whether 


her descriptive roll prepared at the time of her admission 


to the jail was wrong, and did she say that the roll was 
wrong ?. The fact is that the whole matter is enveloped in 
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dub and mystery, so that one cannot. form a correct 


opinion one way or the other until the matter is taken before 
à court: of justice and a public inquiry made. 


The A (Imcknow), of the 22nd May, referring to the 


ts e ent a appointment of Lala Khushwakt Rae, 


Léla Khushwakt Ree Barrister-at-law, and Sayyid Muham- 


and Sayyid Muhammad 
Hadi yy statutory civi- mad Hadi, who had received his 


— education at Cirencester College, as 
statutory civilians i in these provinces, observes that the selec- 
tions made by Sir Auckland Colvin are excellent, inasmuch 
as both the Läla and the Sayyid are able and competent men. 


But, on the other hand, it is a matter for regret that a 


native, after putting himself to the-trouble and expense of 


‘completing his education in England, should accept a post 


in the statutory civil service. Formerly even munsifships 
were accepted by Barristers-at-law. In regard to Sayyid 
Muhammad. Hadi, as there was no opening for him in the 
Department of Agriculture, it was expected that he would 
be provided for elsewhere. But it should be observed that if 
a man who received pecuniary aid from the public in 
prosecuting his studies in England, enters the Government 
service on his return home, the country receives no benefit 
from him in return for the aid rendered. és 


The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the 19th May, regrets 
6 to say that any orders issued by the 
tives in the higher ranks Secretary of State or the Govern- 
e ment of India, favourable to natives, 
are not carried out by the subordinate officers, In 1872 the 
Secretary of State passed orders to the effect that appoint- 
ments in the Postal Department should be given only to 
natives. In giving publicity to the orders in 1879, the 
Government of India. declared in its resolution that, with 
the. exception of the Opium and some other departments, o only. 
natives would be eligible for employment i in all departments 
in future. The Post-office Manual printed i in 1886 contains 
a distinct order to the effect that no person other than a 
native of India can be appainted to any post in the Post- 


office Department.” * But the Postmaster-General of these 


. 
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provinces is a civilian, 10 Europeans hold 


and other posts in the department. In his evidence before 
the Public Service Commission in 1887, Babu Moti Lal 
Ghosh, editor of the Amrita Basar Pattrika, drew atten- 
tion to the ¢ circumstance that out of 25 men employed in 


the higher ranks of the postal service only two were 
natives, and that even of those two, one (Mr. Badehah) was 
4civilian. In reply to the Babu's complaint: a postal 
official declared that Government was obliged to appoint a 
civilian to the Postmaster-Generalship in the North- West- 


ern Provinces, as there was no official in the department fit 
for the post. But was Pandit Sundar Läl, who had 


_acquitted himself well as Deputy Postmaster-General, not 
qualified to hold ‘the Postmaster-Generalship? The Secre- 


out. 


‘The Public Service Gasette (Mirzapur), of the 18th May, 


‘The alleged levy of Complains that the orderlies and 
blackmail by orderlies private servants of European officers: 


and private servants of 
European officers from freely levy blackmail from natives 


— ee who oall on their masters. If.a visitor 
does not give them anything, they harass him on the occa- 
sion of his next call. They do not provide a seat for him 
but treat him with marked neglect, and thus intentionally 
disgrace him before other visitors ; they give notice of his 
arrival to their master when the latter is busy, so that he 
may refuse to see him; often they do not announce him 
at all. The European officers should take some steps with 
a view to remedy the evil. Each European officer had 


better fix a day in the week for receiving native visitors, 


and set apart a room, provided with seats, in his house, 
to which all persons who desire to see him should have 
free access. He should grant them in all courtesy un early 
interview. If a persons desire to talk to him in private, 
they may be alow 


The Praydg Samdchdr (Allahabad), af the, 19th May, 


The Reged, inaccessi- complains. that the British courts of 


* ot ts 
the poor, 5855 „ justioe are practically inaccessible to 


tary of State should see that his orders are Properly ä 


ed to see him on other days of the week. 
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the poor. “Suppose an n assault i is ‘committed on a poor man, 
and he desires to bring his assailant to justice. ‘He must 
pay one rupee to the police to get his report properly record- 
ed; four annas to the petition-writer ; eight annas as court 


fee; two rupees to a mukhtar, otherwise his case will never 


receive due attention from the Magistrate ; ; four annas to 
the police guard at the door of the court, in order to secure 


entry into court ; one rupee to the sarishtadér, otherwise he 


is sure to return the petition on some pretext or other ; one 
rupee on account of process service fee; and one rupee as 
diet money to witnesses. In short, a complainant must 
spend at least seven or eight rupees before he can expect to 
be heard by the Magistrate. Of course, in civil courts the 
cost of litigation i is much greater. Thousands of men are 
consequently unable to obtain justice. The state of things 
throughout the country is unsatisfactory ; but the editor 
can readily show any Government officer what irregulari- 
ties prevail in the courts at Allahabad. One Magistrate 
considers his court his private house, another ill-treats the 


people and mukhtars, and has no fixed time for receiving 
petitions, and so forth. 


The same paper complains that in the court of Babu 


The alleged ill-treat- Käshi Prasad, Deputy Collector, 
ment of suitors by chap- 


Allahabad, suitors and other persons 
| Tasis in the court of Babu 


Käshi Prasad, Deputy are ill-treated by chaprasis; that 
Collector; Allahabad. no man is allowed to take even his 
umbrella with him inside the court, and that the ahl - i- mad 
in the Babu s office harasses the people. 


The same paper complains that the people have been 
The nuisance cases at forbidden to ease themselves on the 


Allahabad. plain near the confluence of the 
rivers at Allahabad, and that the prohibition is an engine 


of oppression in the hands of the police. A police consta- 
ble assaulted a barber on the plain. When the barber pro- 
secuted him, he accused the barber of having committed a 
nuisance and got him fined Rs. 2. Formerly some Hindu 
religious mendicants were fined Re. 1 each on a similar false 
charge, and a B rahman of Benares paid the fines for them. 


. 
, | 
a 


- 


It is Winnt that in euch cases the n are punished. on 
the mere statements of polige constables and are not allowed 
to produce any evidence i in their defence. . 


7 ves 


The same paper complains that some chaprasis and a 

me N 22 jamadär, who had been sent from the 
a e 69 

cunik en by chaprasis of Mau -tahsil to assist in the realiza- 


Nada“ distilet.” in the tion of the arrears of land revenue, 


entered the house of a young woman, the wife of a black- 
smith, in Diachhikwa, and brought her out of the house by 
force. The villagers resented. the ill-treatment of the 
woman and severely beat the chaprasis and the jamadär. 
The Najmu-l- Akhbar (Etéwah), of the 24th May, 
~~ 4 * Colleotor of Azämgarh, talks to his 
native visitors in a very friendly way, and that on the occa- 
sion of his cold weather tour he makes sympathetic i inquir- 
ies from cultivators and explains the improved methods 
of agriculture to them ; but regrets to notice that, although 
he possesses such good qualities and is entitled to promo- 
tion, he has not been made a Commissioner, and has been 
allowed to be superseded by his juniors. It is to be hoped 
that Government will take his case into eonsideration, par- 
ticularly as he enjoys widespread popularity among natives. 


The Hamdard (Fyzabad), of the 24th May, regrets to 
N notice that the people in Basti are 
complaint against 
Mr. Wyer, the District highly dissatisfied with Mr. Wyer, 
. the Magistrate and Colleotor of that 
district, and observes that it has received serious complaints 
against him, and will expose his objectionable proceedings 
in a certain case in a future issue. A District Magistrate 
should be very careful in dispensing justice. 


J. H. Fisher, Esq., C. S. observes that Mr. J. H. Fisher, the 


The Bhérat Jiwan (Benares), of the 19th May, com- 


Quarrel between /Babu plains that, on the night of the 17th 


Mritunjai Nath Mukarji, idem, at a performance of the Parsi 
Subordinate Judge; and a i P shee | 


Dr. Chhanno Lal. Bena- Theatrical Company at Benares, 


res. 


Babu Mritunjai Nath Mukarji, the 
Subordinate J udge, lost his temper at seeing Dr. Chhanno 
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Läl, wearing a 4 hott (loincloth) and inot trousers, and 
rebuked, him in a very angry tone. A profound sensation 
was created among the audience, and noise and disorder 
nena: The European ladies and- gentlemen. left their 
seats in disgust ; Dr. Chhanno Lal put up with the Babu’s 
insalence- ab first, but afterwards gave him sharp replies; 
the Babu and his wife left the theatre, and then order 
was restored. The use of the dhoti is prevalent among 
the natives in these provinces, and particularly among the 


Bengalis: Does the Subordinate Judge, who is himself 


a Bengali, consider all these men rude and uneivilized? 
It is to be hoped that he will apply to Government for his 
transfer from Benares, where he has lowered himself i in 
public estimation by his misbehavior. - 


The Hindustan (Kélékankar), of the 20th May, e 


R that pilgrims to Badri Nath, on their 
of scarcity of grain in arrival at Hrishikesh, are not allow- 
pet a “the Kumamn ed to proceed further, and’are told by 
Division. Government officials to return home; 
on account of the prevalence of scarcity of grain in Garh- 
w4l and other places in that part of the country. Great 
distress appears to prevail among the villagers, but Gov- 
ernment has not yet rendered any relief to them, nor is it 
likely todo so. The peasants are appealing to the Marwari 
bankers, who distribute alms among them every year, for 
aid. As there has lately been some rainfall in the affected 


tracts, the Pioneer says that distress has disappeared. Has 


the fall of rain been followed by an immediate growth and 


harvest of crops? It is a matter for deep regret that the 
fund intended for relief of the famine- stricken people should 
be devoted to providing additional conforts for officials 
who receive enormous salaries, and that the Pioneer should 
endeavour to deceive the public by falsely declarin ing that 
there is no more scarcity of grain. 


The Add (Lucknow), of the 23rd. n urges chat the 
limit of minimum taxable income 


estion regarding 
* ggestion re of a under the Income Tax Act should be 


8 raised from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1, 000, on 


P 
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the n that the ibo tax must press heavily | on the 


persons whose income is only Rs. 40 a month. As the Gov- 
ernment treasury is not in a position to make a sacrifice of 


revenue, a marriage tax had better be introduced to recoup. 


the loss caused by the above proposal. If the new marri- 
age tax should happen to yield a fairly large revenue, the 
salt duty might be also reduced. There is no doubt that 
the enhancement of the salt duty has led to a diminution 
in the quantity of salt used by the poorer classes and cattle, 
and that the diminution has injuriously affected their 
health. Another advantage which might acorue from the 
introduotion of the marriage tax is, that it might tend to 
reduce the extravagant marriage expenses at present obtain- 
ing. Of course, all marriages should not be taxed. The 
marriages, the expenses of which do not exceed, say, Rs. 500, 
might be. exempt; and those, the cost of which is above that 
amount, might be taxed at Rs. 2 per cent. 
A Cawnpore correspondent of the Hindustdéni (Lucknow), 
— of the 18th May, complains that 
vers, and the income tax threats of a false criminal prosecu- 
— nie | tion and an assault have been held 
out to him by the police, but observes that such threats 
cannot prevent him from commenting on their proceedings. 
Some time ago the city inspector of police expressed 
sympathy with the ekka drivers and warned the police 
force not to ill-treat.them. But since then he has changed 
front, At the late inspection of ekkas he unjustly abused 
and turned out Pir Bakhsh, ekka driver, and secretary to 
the ekka drivers’ association. Lately ekka drivers have 
largely been sent up by the police for trial, and the benches 
of Honorary Magistrates have readily fined them. No man 
is fined less than a rupee, but sometimes the fines are larger i in 
amount. The infliction of such fines on men whose income 
does not exceed five or six annas a day must necessarily 
press hard on then. The writer then gives the substance of 
the proceedings of the ordinary meeting of the Municipal 
Board held on the 21st April, and refers to a criminal 
Prosecution instituted by one Chheda, ekka driver, on whom 
a notice under the Income Tax Act had been served, against 
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Banwari Lal, process-server, under section 471 of the 
Penal Code. The complainant filed with the -prosecution 
some notices and receipts which appear to be forged ones. 
The Joint Magistrate has sent the file to the tahsildér 
for report. The process-server has declared before the 
tahsild4r that whatever. he did he did, under orders from 
Shankar Dayal, a tahsil official in charge of income tax 
work. If a subordinate tahsil official, whose pay is small, 
is entrusted with. the revision of income tax assessments, 
he is sure to cause loss to Government or to extort money 
from the people. 


The same paper publishes another communication 
1 received from the same correspon- 
ary Magistrates at Cawn- dent, who regrets to observe that 
* competent Honorary Magistrates are 
hardly to be found at any place except in the Presidency 
towns, as intellectual ability is not generally the chief con- 
sideration with the distriot officers in making nominations 
for the posts. Men of high birth, who cannot even pro- 
perly sign their names, and other well-to-do persons, who 
succeed. in winning the good-will of the district officers by 
flattery and subservieney, are generally appointed Honorary 
Magistrates: . The writer had occasion to appear before the 
Bench of Honorary Magistrates at Cawnpore as a pleader 
in three ¢ases on the 16th and 17th April, and found the 
complaints he had previously heard against the bench to 
be but too true. ‘The Magistrates were late in attendance, 
the president arriving at 3 P. M.; the whole bench did not 
hear theisame cases, as it should have done; the cases of the 
writer’s clients were heard by one Magistrate, while the 
other two Magistrates were busy with other cases ; and the 
sarishtadér.was allowed to interfere and condemn questions 
put by pleaders to witnesses as irrelevant. The writer's 
clients had been sent up for trial by the municipal board on 
the complaint. of a police head constable ; the writer urge! 
that, under section 200 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the 
examination of the secretary to the municipal board, or his 
agent, as complainant, was necessary, but was told by the 
bench that in such cases the examination of the complain- 
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ant was declared by the District: Magistrate to be. unneces+ 


sary, and was even shown the orders of the’ District Magis- 
trate passed on a referende made by Babu Sidh Gopal 


Misra; Honorary Magistrate. In no less than 90 per cent: 


of the cases sent up by the municipal board, the bench 
convicts and fines the accused, the fines imposed being 
generally heavy. It is to be hoped that the Local Govern- 
ment will inquire into the matter and save the pedple from 
the effects of such hi — n 


RAILWAY. 5 


A correspondent of the Najm-ul- Akhbér (Etäwah), of 


An alleged irregularity the 24th May, complains that the 


connected with the dis- ; . 7 
. shroff who keeps his stall near the 


Cawnpore, and a sugges- third class booking office of the East 
tion regarding the dis- 


posal of the bodies and Indian Railway Station, Cawnpore, 
es * Bey 7 railway appears to be the minion of some rail- 
accidents. way employé at the station, and that 
therefore the booking clerks are found anxious to benefit 
him in an unfair way. If a passenger presents a rupee 
to the booking clerk asking for the grant of a ticket of less 
value than a rupee, and the payment of the ‘difference, the 
booking clerk does not receive the rupee, even though he 
has got change with him at the time, but tells the passen- 
ger to get change from the shroff, and the shroff charges 
a quarter of an anna as discount. for changing the rupee, the 
ordinary rate of discount at other stations being only 
half that rate. At the conclusion of the distribution of 
tickets, the booking clerk makes over all the copper. coin 
and the smaller silver coin to the shroff. Further, the writer 
complains that when any passengers happen to be killed or 
hurt owing to collisions between trains, no compensation is 
granted by the railway company to the wounded or to the 
heirs of the killed, although they are rightly entitled 
to receive comp¢nsation, ‘inasmuch as collisions always 
occur through the carelessness of railway servants. Setting 
aside the payment of compensation, all the property belong- 
ing to the deceased is taken possession of by the ‘railway 
company, and the dead bodies of the passengers are thrown 


Circulation, 
175 copies. 


4 


3 


1 ms, and 
their property sold by public 1 he sale proceeds 


should, after deduction of funeral expenses, be deposited i in 
the railway treasury, and a notice circulated widely in view 


to the next of kin claiming the money deposits within, say, 


three years from date of notice; failing which, the money 
to lapse to the company. 
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